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Two Ways to Support Off The Pews

If you are interested in supporting the work of
Off The Pews, please make a donation.

And please forward this newsletter to someone
in order to spread the word about OTP.

Thank you!

Make a Donation

. SATURN
JUPITER

December 21
Find an unobstructed view toward the southwest horizon

The Christmas Star

A planetary conjunction between Jupiter and Saturn is reaching its peak alignment tonight
and is delivering to us, on the Winter Solstice, what has popularly become known as the
"Christmas Star."

The universe throws a lot at us, and this year has been notable in the number of
challenges. This particular event is a blessing shining down on everyone. We know the
science behind it so it is somewhat less mystical and portentous than it was the last time it
was visible from Earth. What has not diminished in the intervening 800 years is the
miracle of our existence in the universe. Add to that miracle the convergence of a
community of people with the will to achieve commonly beneficial goals, and the miracle
grows exponentially.

The science is plain: The sunlight reflecting off two planets—visually aligning in the dark
night sky—will appear, from the surface of Earth, to be one much brighter heavenly body.
When we bring our own light into alignment with someone else's light to exist in
community we are each much brighter. Nature is vast and miraculous.

To say | that am very excited to see this conjunction is a bit of an understatement, but
even if | can't see it (due to light pollution, bad timing, or cloud cover) I'm still amazed by
the event, just like a little kid at Christmas!

The illustration above is provided courtesy of NASA/JPL-Caltech. Here's an excerpt from
their article:

The planets regularly appear to pass each other in the solar system, with the positions of Jupiter
and Saturn being aligned in the sky about once every 20 years.

What makes this year’s spectacle so rare, then? It's been nearly 400 years since the planets
passed this close to each other in the sky, and nearly 800 years since the alignment of Saturn
and Jupiter occurred at night, as it will for 2020, allowing nearly everyone around the world to
witness this “great conjunction.”

The closest alignment will appear just a tenth of a degree apart and last for a few days. On the
21st, they will appear so close that a pinkie finger at arm’s length will easily cover both planets in
the sky. The planets will be easy to see with the unaided eye by looking toward the southwest
just after sunset.

Read the rest of NASA's "The 'Great' Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn", published
December 15, 2020.

May all of our lights shine as brightly in community in 2021 as they have in 2020.

—Nan Mellem, Programming Committee and OTP Web Administrator

KWANZAA

Kwanzaa is the most important holiday on the African
American calendar. It is the most important because this
observance transcends religious, ideological, regional

and class boundaries.

—Joyce Butts, Contributor
Ad(ditional citations at the link

Program Planning for 2021

Off The Pews' programming committee is at work planning several programs for the new
year. Please keep an eye out for announcements in your email as we post more
information to the Off The Pews blog. And if you haven't been to the site in a while, please
bookmark it so you can have a browse now and then.

Our planning committee: Rod Sawyer, Cheryl Benson, Gregory Smith, Donnell Williams,

Visit OffThePews.org

and Nan Mellem.

Pictured above: Juanita Bradley, Board President

Off The Pews Board of Directors

Thank you very much to the OTP board for all of their hard work keeping the lights on
and the mission moving forward! More information about our board members will soon be
available on the website.

Exciting News: The board has been invited to work with Harris Community Action in their
Fellowship Program—a 10-week program. The board met with HCA student leaders
December 4th to determine the needs of OTP so HCA could make a formal proposal of
deliverable goals for their team. This proposal was presented to the OTP board and
approved! More details will be available in the new year.

Our Board of Directors: Juanita Bradley, Board President; Shandra Richardson; Susan
Alitto; Rev Harriet Cavanah Dart, Secretary; and Joyce E. Butts, Treasurer. Rev Dr Terrill
Murff is an ex-officio member. Rev Dr Vertie Powers serves as an advisor.

Did You Know?

Inoculation was introduced to America by
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_ a Slave. Few details are known about the
birth of Onesimus, but it is assumed he
was born in Africa in the late seventeenth
century before eventually landing in

Boston.

Joyce Butts, Contributor
Source: PBS Black Culture Connection

Community Partners

We are very grateful to all of our community partners for their continued support. We

encourage you to visit OTP Community Partners page to find links to their sites.

Share on social

webmaster@offthepews.org ﬁ y @ Check out our website @

This email was created with Wix. Discover More


https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=0r8WTX6HuOpEVQADi_HueTpESo9PNq_HpgmQXPZ9zhw.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2ZmdGhlcGV3cy5vcmcvc3VwcG9ydC1vZmYtdGhlLXBld3MtZmFpdGgtaW4tYWN0aW8iLCJyIjoiNmE0NTg0YzAtYTljZS00NGM5LTc2MzctNjc0YTIwYmU1YWQzIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=6SfgOuyyILfRGVFCeZfQB3y9WdFvmIVZeNc8azsyA8I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmFzYS5nb3YvZmVhdHVyZS90aGUtZ3JlYXQtY29uanVuY3Rpb24tb2YtanVwaXRlci1hbmQtc2F0dXJuIiwiciI6IjI5NmM0YWVlLTVmNjMtNDQwZi1lY2E3LTUyM2E2N2U3YjgzYiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=T1ZkaInGZRfCbAPp06Uze6J-wdTVv9PHxg3MOeSS_mo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2ZmdGhlcGV3cy5vcmcvcG9zdC9rd2FuemFhIiwiciI6IjZkYzFhMWViLTUwZjMtNGEzYi1kOWViLTFhNTU5NGI1NDJhYyIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=76UDSkI0WN_1H2GVWphk5CWQKkruN27xCT7lIKPho7Y.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vZmZ0aGVwZXdzLm9yZyIsInIiOiIzMGEzNjQxMi1lZmMxLTQyYTMtY2ZjZC1lMDU2MWVjY2VmNzYiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=JJvP5_0J4Ql223TOLnXxxRzfEnlRpvfGMKIN3V3BibI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2ZmdGhlcGV3cy5vcmcvcG9zdC9kaWQteW91LWtub3ciLCJyIjoiZWY4NmNkNzktNjA1Ni00NWZhLTE5NzMtMzRmYzZlNTA4MTVjIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=PbAs18YDFRXQadsNU5_QCIiAEvySFKAf_rv-j-Xr6w0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2ZmdGhlcGV3cy5vcmcvY29tbXVuaXR5LXBhcnRuZXJzLWFuZC1zcG9uc29ycyIsInIiOiJhNzYzMjZjZS04OGI3LTRjZTktY2YwNi0zOTdjNGQ3NjQyMjMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=UZzqxNuN2dBd4kBySXkyp2MgTXERXzrJjZlgXjf2w6s.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vP3E9d2VibWFzdGVyJTQwb2ZmdGhlcGV3cy5vcmciLCJyIjoiNTBlYmYyOTMtMTUwMi00ZGZlLWJmNDgtZGE1YjFiOGVjOTg1IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=gf9nTaJ5PcM7MR7apGD0F8HiGEs11y6P_NR7XFiUBgI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3NoYXJlci9zaGFyZXIucGhwP3U9aHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzlhTkxNQmJwQz9sYW5ndWFnZVRhZz1lbiIsInIiOiI1MGViZjI5My0xNTAyLTRkZmUtYmY0OC1kYTViMWI4ZWM5ODUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=E0Cy_-ShQ2zWp22EXpNqCJF2FHx_ifz0ujKR9dVvM_s.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9zaGFyZT91cmw9aHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzlhTkxNQmJwQz9sYW5ndWFnZVRhZz1lbiIsInIiOiI1MGViZjI5My0xNTAyLTRkZmUtYmY0OC1kYTViMWI4ZWM5ODUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=PBoLfRD0K6eo4uFevpjuCE_u8tHJi5kGIPx82rG1u94.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9waW50ZXJlc3QuY29tL3Bpbi9jcmVhdGUvYnV0dG9uLz91cmw9aHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzlhTkxNQmJwQz9sYW5ndWFnZVRhZz1lbiZtZWRpYT1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRnN0YXRpYy53aXhzdGF0aWMuY29tJTJGbWVkaWElMkYzY2Y4ZTdfZDMzOTY0Zjk3M2Q5NDhjMGIyYTA2MmQyN2VjZTJlYWIlMjU3RW12Mi5qcGcmZGVzY3JpcHRpb249T2ZmK1RoZStQZXdzK05ld3NsZXR0ZXIrV2ludGVyKzIwMjAiLCJyIjoiNTBlYmYyOTMtMTUwMi00ZGZlLWJmNDgtZGE1YjFiOGVjOTg1IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9aNLMBbpC/c?w=24NrAYbGVxRgGePDEQtDkbC7dldyH7Adcd0H5Uxxm0U.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vZmZ0aGVwZXdzLm9yZyIsInIiOiI1MGViZjI5My0xNTAyLTRkZmUtYmY0OC1kYTViMWI4ZWM5ODUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.wix.com/?utm_campaign=vir_promote_em_footer_wixads&referralInfo=SO_LP

